A Pacific University optometry graduate survey by Relling, Robert L et al.
Pacific University 
CommonKnowledge 
College of Optometry Theses, Dissertations and Capstone Projects 
1960 
A Pacific University optometry graduate survey 
Robert L. Relling 
Pacific University 
Charles Scabery 
Pacific University 
Eugene Wegner 
Pacific University 
Recommended Citation 
Relling, Robert L.; Scabery, Charles; and Wegner, Eugene, "A Pacific University optometry graduate survey" 
(1960). College of Optometry. 224. 
https://commons.pacificu.edu/opt/224 
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses, Dissertations and Capstone Projects at 
CommonKnowledge. It has been accepted for inclusion in College of Optometry by an authorized administrator of 
CommonKnowledge. For more information, please contact CommonKnowledge@pacificu.edu. 
A Pacific University optometry graduate survey 
Abstract 
A Pacific University optometry graduate survey 
Degree Type 
Thesis 
Degree Name 
Master of Science in Vision Science 
Committee Chair 
James F. Wahl 
Subject Categories 
Optometry 
This thesis is available at CommonKnowledge: https://commons.pacificu.edu/opt/224 
Copyright and terms of use 
If you have downloaded this document directly from the web or from CommonKnowledge, see 
the “Rights” section on the previous page for the terms of use. 
If you have received this document through an interlibrary loan/document delivery service, the 
following terms of use apply: 
Copyright in this work is held by the author(s). You may download or print any portion of this 
document for personal use only, or for any use that is allowed by fair use (Title 17, §107 U.S.C.). 
Except for personal or fair use, you or your borrowing library may not reproduce, remix, 
republish, post, transmit, or distribute this document, or any portion thereof, without the 
permission of the copyright owner. [Note: If this document is licensed under a Creative 
Commons license (see “Rights” on the previous page) which allows broader usage rights, your 
use is governed by the terms of that license.] 
Inquiries regarding further use of these materials should be addressed to: CommonKnowledge 
Rights, Pacific University Library, 2043 College Way, Forest Grove, OR 97116, (503) 352-7209. 
Email inquiries may be directed to:.copyright@pacificu.edu 
-, 
A P. CIFI C UNIVERSITY OPTOMETRY 
GRADUATE SURVEY 
Robert L, Relliug 
Charles Scabery 
Eugene Wegner 
A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the des;r e of 
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY at 
Faculty member in charg,e: 
James F . Wahl , O .. D., Dea11 
COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY 
PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 
1960 
66752 
Th• 'PUl'P-~ae ~ . th!A ·~ wu to de'te -·· -- ~ ~ .-h ~· -
••tw auoo••• of ell OptometJ7 S't'adu&tes. of 'thi 
ton" 
It ttaa tel t th$.t . . be !ntorm&tton ga-~"Du 
•un•~ ltould be ot OOQiA$• n.a v!ll.u.• 'to 
Opt.om•t.,- -.nd 1: hnt.P ••· e u an ! . · -
tad tban•14 atatua t~t tu srtduates tfJt '"_..a'.._" .. 
aollep. _·or opt_._,.. 
A 46t"iatt• att mpt • be n mad aot o ai"I! .. gl.,u~;z..~.q,~:c;JPP 
aP inter llQea tl:'Om t h• 10t•r1al he~e Pl'• . '~ -
p&pbioal. "~••nta,i.on e-1 tn.. a.t·atlatf1. ~ arcmtQI~on 
sa the . .. -.Hd~ It migh\ be _ ta.\\ld:~d tu_t_ . ·tb. • ac. . 
!a pr.dieated on th• .eurvey ntul'tti.-
W• *" •~tHMl7 pate:h\1 'frJJt t~ coo J'i••• _ Pbima&T• l)r. z.-. Wabl.JI IUI4 all th• 
Paott.t~ TJtd.-.l!teity Co)..l•so ot OptoJt-et:.,-._ 
'.t'mJ da-ta o th• tc:.llovtng :pagee :!a mon 
t:Ql,--."toft7. 'Out a tw woH• or e.-planats.on -
t•v po:tnt• or .oontu.•ton. 
1"4JU inoo wu oaloulated b,- aftJ'qins _ ~ 
o~ th al.ar.,. braok••• eh•end ~ ·tu <lp,-&me:tn t •. 
f.P&pbs all tho~ the ~~tuel c~cu.~t:d a~~agoa. 
"pol't! 1 cOil Wh1ob -ft td'e lJUfld_. 1 ·_ all«Ml 
PU•l'lthea1a ozs •• h - hi · 
MiU tU7 -opt~t 1 -- ! . 
Pas-• 9 t•ougb 21, _ 
Optometrist• in r.---=-... 
l\1 '- c .... ~... ""'~!~!!!.~~ 
- ..--'~~ ~~ 
._•m• in . U e_ 
Cllql•• A. Soatlll~:ll'!!ir 
bo 
it 
... 
Sample Survey Letter. 
Sample Survey Form. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Statistics of Survey Coverage. 
Average number of State Board exl:'U!linations taken 
per person in eaeh class. 
Average number o.f State Board examiaatiOlilEJ passed per 
person in each class. 
Averase percentage of State Board examination·& p.aased 
per per.son in each class. 
Average number of years ill practice per person in eae ' 
class. 
Per.centage of optometri,sts praetictng in their home 
states by classes. · 
Percentage of ·Optometrists e-.c are members of their 
state associations. 
P~rcentage of optometrists from each class in each type 
of practice. ·· 
Mean net income earned per optometrist in each class. 
Comp.arison of Mean. Mode, and Median net incomes per 
optometrist in each class . 
p,ercentage of optometrists whose n.et income is in each 
incOD.'le braeket. 
Percent·4.4ge of each class 11'\ each tt"~t income bracket . 
Mean net income eat;ned per ,optometris't in each class in 
private practice. 
Percentage of optometris·ts in private practice whose net 
income is in each income bracket. 
Mean net income earned per optometrist in each class in 
partnership type practice$. · 
l'ercen.tage of optometrists in partnership type praetice.s 
whose net income is in each income bracket. · 
Mean net income eam~d per employed optomet:rist in ea~h 
class. 
Percentage Qf employed optometrists nose net income i.s 
in each income bracket. 
(p ge) .2 
3 
4 
s 
b 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
1S 
16 
17 
18 
19' 
20 
21 
FOREST GROVE, OREGON 
June 10, 1960 
Dear Doctor: 
We are soliciting your cooperation in completing a Pacific University 
Optometry Graduate Survey (Thesis). 
The purpose of this survey is to determine the relative success of 
our graduates on state board examinations and financial income in relation 
to the type and number of years in practice. Since some of the information 
requested may appear to be of confidential nature, please be assured that 
the information received will be held in the strictest confidence and will 
be used only in a statistical manner to complete the survey. 
A summary of the su,rvey will be published in the Oregon Optometrist 
and, of course, will be made available to you. 
A high percentage of returns is necessary to make a study of this 
nature valid. We hope you will take a few minutes to complete and return 
the questionnaire. 
Sincerely, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
PACIFIC UNIVERSITY OPTOMETRY GRADUATE SURVEY 
Please check the appropriate answer: 
1. In what year did you graduate? 
1948 1951 1954 1957 
1949 1952 1955 1958 
1950 1953 1956 1959 
2. How many different state board examinations did you take? 
None Two Four Six 
One Three Five Seven 
3. In how many states were you successful in passing the state board? 
None Two Four Six 
--- --- --- ---One Three Five Seven 
4. How many years have you been in practice? (Do not include practice 
in military service) 
None Three Six Nine 
--- --- --- ---One Four Seven Ten 
--- --- ---Two 
---
Five 
---
Eight_ Eleven 
5'. Are you now practicing in your home state? 
Yes No 
--- ---
6. Are you presently a member of your state Optometric Association? 
Yee No 
7. What is your type of practice? 
Private 
---
Partnership 
---
B. What is your annual net income? 
Less than $4000 
$4000 to $5000 --
$5000 to $6000 
$6000 to $7000 __ _ 
$7 000 to $8000 
---
Employed 
---
$8000 to $10, 000 
~--$10, 000 to $12, 000 
$12, 000 to $15 ~ 000-
$15,000 to $18,000-
0ve r $18, 000 
-----
STATISnCS OF SURVEY COVERAGE 
Number of Pacific University optometry 
graduates (1948 through 1959) 
Number of survey forms mailed to graduates 
Number of survey fo~s returned 
· Percentage of all Pacific University 
optometry graduates reporting 
NUMBE~ REPORTING BY CLASSES 
Class Number in Number reporting '% of eac 
.... .. e&h cla,ss from ea. class class rep. 
1948 8 6 75.0~ 
1949 48 21 56.3~ 
1950 77 '"'9 63~6% 1951 66 37 56.0% 
1952 44 30 68.2% 
1953 S9 39 66.1% 
1954 60 34 56.7% 
1955 39 .24 61.51.. 
1956 22 18 81.8% 
1957 43 26 60.5% 
1958 40 27 67.5% 
1959 42 31 73 ~ 8~ 
Total 548 348 '6-3. t !!!' -~*· ' ::lii!l I 
.548 
548 
34 
63.5% 
~ oftot "l 
number rep. 
1.7% 
7.8% 
14.1% 
10 .• 6% 
8.6% 
11.2% 
9.8% 
6.9% 
5.2% 
7.5% 
7.8% 
8.9% 
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